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Meetings: 

 

The City Council will hold a Business Meeting on Thursday, November 1, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in 

Council Chambers.  Agendas are included in your Council Packets.  There will be a pre-meeting 

in Conference Room A beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

 

A joint planning meeting of the Greater Augusta Utility District Board of Trustees and the City 

Council is planned for Tuesday, October 30th beginning at 5:00 p.m. at the Civic Center. 

 

There will be a Senior Staff meeting at the Lithgow Library at 9:15 a.m. on Friday, November 

2nd. 

 

Other Items:  

 

Enclosed you will find a one-page memorandum from City Engineer Nick Hartley outlining the 

current status of our preparations to convert Water Street to two-way traffic next spring. As you 

can see, things are progressing satisfactorily.  

 

As is mentioned above, tomorrow evening is our joint meeting with the board of the Greater 

Augusta Utilities District. As I’ve noted before, I expect us to have an important conversation 

about how GAUD structures its storm water charges and the potential adverse impact that poses 

for the City’s General Fund. I continue to believe that there exists viable alternative funding 

models GAUD could employ that would raise the revenues they need without stressing the 

property tax so dramatically.  I expect to be a bit late for the dinner meeting (around 6:15) but 

other members of the senior staff will be there by 5:00 pm and perhaps the storm water 

discussion can wait a bit (my UMA government class meets at 4:00 pm on Tuesdays). 

 

There are several grants on the consent agenda on Thursday. All are routine and none require any 

local City cash matches. 

 

Wednesday evening is Halloween. The Augusta Downtown Alliance is hosting a “Trunk or 

Treat” event that will close Water Street to vehicular traffic for several hours that evening. In 

addition, the Augusta Police Department is also sponsoring a “Trunk or Treat” event at the Civic 

Center’s north parking lot. So there’s lots of opportunity to spoil the kids! 

 

Last week, UMA President Becky Wyke and University of Maine System Director of Facilities 

Chip Gavin hosted a meeting at the President’s Office for Councilors Conti and Lind and me to 

discuss student housing and related matters. The impetus for the meeting (which we requested)  
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initially was the University’s announcement of an award for a student housing pilot project to the 

old Stevens School campus in Hallowell – to discuss that and to encourage the System to be 

supportive of future student housing in Augusta. In the meeting we did cover that topic (and in 

the process gained some insight into what went into the System’s decision-making) but, perhaps 

more importantly, there was a lot of good discussion about the importance of the long-standing 

strong relationship between the City and UMA and the importance of both parties working hard 

to maintain that, including in the arena of future student housing initiatives. I will leave it to 

Councilors Conti and Lind to offer their own impressions of the meeting when next we all meet. 

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors 

 Legislative Delegation   


